
MANDATORY 
 

CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Effective July 1, 2009. House bill 09-1091 makes it 
mandatory that all residential properties have carbon 
monoxide alarms. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1. Any existing single or multi-family dwelling that is for sale or transfer that 
has a fuel fired heater, appliance or fireplace or an attached garage, must 
have a detector within 15’ of each bedroom. 

 
2. Any single of multi-family dwelling under going interior alterations, repairs, 

fuel-fired appliance replacements or additions, any of which require a 
building permit or where one or more rooms lawfully used for sleeping 
purposes is added. Applies to dwellings with fuel-fired appliances or an 
attached garage and both owner occupied or tenant / rental properties. 
Detector must be within 15 ft of each bedroom. 

 
3. Any single or multi-family dwelling used for rental purposes that has a 

change in tenant occupancy on or after July 1, 2009. 
 

CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM: 
 

1. Is battery powered, plugs into a dwellings electrical outlet and has a battery 
backup, is wired into a dwellings electrical system and has a battery back-up 
or is connected to an electrical system via an electrical panel; And 

 
2. May be combined with a smoke detecting device complies with applicable 

law regarding both smoke detecting devices and carbon monoxide alarms 
and that the combined unit produces and alarm, or an alarm and voice signal 
in a manner that clearly differentiates between the two hazards. 

 
INSTALLED: 

 
1. Wired directly into the dwellings electrical system; 
 
2. Directly plugged into an electrical outlet with out a switch other then a 

circuit breaker; Or 
 

3. If the alarm is battery powered attached to the wall or ceiling of the 
dwelling unit in accordance with a the national fire protection 
associations standard 720, or any successor standard for the operation 
and installation of carbon monoxide detection and warning equipment in 
dwelling units. 

LOCATION: 
 

1. Any single or multi-family dwellings that has a fuel-fired heater or appliance, a 
fireplace or an attached garage shall assure that an operational carbon monoxide 
alarm is installed within fifteen feet (15’) of the entrance to each room lawfully used 
for sleeping purposes or in a location as specified in any building code adopted by 
the state of any local government entity. 
 
 


